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Knowing the End of the Story
By Shaunti Feldhaun

In this world you will
have trouble. But take
heart! | have overcome
the world. John 16:33,
NIV

Have you ever known
someone who reads the
last few pages of a book
before they start the be-
ginning of the book? One
friend of mine reads the
ending of every book first.
It puts her mind at ease to
know how the story will
end—whether it's happy
or sad and who lives or
dies. This habit always
seemed funny to me,
since knowing the ending
takes all the tension out of
the intense chapters. At
least | thought it was a
funny habit, until | was
reading one particular
book and literally begged
a friend to tell me what
happened next. | needed
reassurance that the story
would turn out right in the
end.

Our lives are a story. As
we scroll through, page by
page, some chapter are
victorious, while others

are full of struggle. Some
are a bit mundane, but
others contain milestones
such as marriage, the
birth of a child or grand-
child, a big move, or a
new job. Some are scary:
that day we got a diagno-
sis or a loved one died.

Our stories are woven
with many threads, includ-
ing joy, worry, struggle,
happiness, and—since we
can’t know what will hap-
pen tomorrow—the great
unknown.

But what if we knew the
ending? Would that
change how we read the
suspenseful chapter that
we're in right now? How
would we interpret those
few pages that were filled
with sadness or struggle?

As Christ followers, we do
know the ending of our
story. Jesus Himself tell us
the plot: we will have trou-
ble in this world, but He
has overcome the world!
There will be chapters of
pain and heartbreak be-
cause we live in a big
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Devotion (cont.)

broken, messy world. But then He flips
to the last chapter because He wants us
to know that in the end, He will defeat
everything that makes us sad, scared,
or defeated. We can’t see eternity yet,
but we can cling to the truth that once
and for all, God does win against the
enemy. And as children of God, we win
too.

What is worrying you today? What dark
threads of fear are trying to weave their
way into your story? Trouble may be
there, but fear doesn’t have to be. In in-
tense times, remind yourself that you
know the ultimate ending. For those
who are followers of Jesus, He promis-
es us that the last chapter of our story is
well worth it.

Billy Graham once said, “I've
read the last page of the Bible.
It’s all going to turn out all
right.”

| try not to watch the news too
much because of those “threads of
fear” the writer was referring to
start weaving their way into my
mind. How could they not with all
that is going on in the Middle East/
Israel? My heart breaks for those
people and | know action has to be
taken. | pray for our service men
and women and our leaders. May
God guide and protect them!

| recently had a conversation with
Sarah about why God “allows” bad

things to happen in the world. She
questions this....I wish | had Pastor
Chris with me to do the explaining
better but | vaguely remember my
grandfather, W.L. Wyant, talking
about this when | was younger.

God isn’t allowing anything to hap-
pen. Adam and Eve chose to eat
the fruit from the tree so that
opened up our world to free will
and good and evil. Because of
that, there is bad in this world. Bad
things happen to “good” people;
good things happen to “bad” peo-
ple. BUT, because God sent His
Son Jesus to die for us on the
cross, those of us who are follow-
ers of Christ will have a place to
spend eternity where it is only
good. Once and for all, God WINS!
He conquers evil.

So let go of those fears! Hand
them over to our powerful God. As
John states in the verse at the start
of this....God overcomes!

Billy Graham is correct! If we read
the last page of the Bible, it's going
to turn out OK!

Blessings

Sondra
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Garage Sale

A special Thank You to each mem-
ber of our church family that helped
make our garage sale a success. We
were able to donate items to anther
church that were appreciated and
Mountain Mission came and took
many nice items left to those less

fortunate than us. Our total sales
were almost $1100.00.

ST Benedict’s and Help Office News

Thank you for your support of St. Ben-
edicts Homeless Shelter. Because of
your donations and support we are
funded through July. St John is able to
feed about 50 men on the first Monday
of each month. It takes about $125 to
serve ham and cheese sandwiches, let-
tuce and tomatoes, potato salad, beans
and ice cream. The meal is very well
received by the men and it is always a
blessing for those who serve the meal.
Thanks to everyone who serves a meal,
donates monetarily, or prays for these
men.

The Help Office is continuing to see
increased levels of need. I am part of
the Monday crew that works filling
food orders in the food bank. Any food
or hygiene items left in the cloak room
will be taken to the Help office. There
1s always a need for crackers, baked
beans, instant potatoes, laundry pods

and dish soap.

Thank you for your support of St Ben-
edicts and the Help Office.

Vicki Hast

The dates we serve at St. Benedict’s
are

July 7 Aug. 4
Nov.3 Dec. 1

Not sure about the dates, check out the
calendar feature on our website,

Sept.1  Oct. 6

stiohnum.org .
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Taco Pasta Salad

Ingredients: diced iceberg lettuce, optional for
1 1b. ground beef garnish
2 tbs. taco seasoning

Directions:

8 oz. rotini pasta, cooked al dente

according to package instructions 1.

1 can black beans, rinsed

1 medium Roma tomato, finely 2.
diced
1 can corn, drained 3.

14 cup red bell pepper, finely diced
14 cup yellow onion, diced

2 cups mild cheddar
cheese, shredded

1 cup Catalina dressing

1 bag Doritos, slightly crushed, re-
serving a few for topping

In a large skillet over medium heat,
cook ground beef until no longer
pink (8-10 minutes).

Add taco seasoning, stirring to com-
bine. Set the meat aside.

In a large bowl combine cooked pas-
ta, tomatoes, corn, red pepper, on-
ion, beans, cheese, taco meat, and
Catalina dressing.

When ready to serve, add Doritos,
tossing to combine.

Serve garnished with extra Doritos
and chopped lettuce (optional).

ol. JOHN UNITED METHODIST
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Happy Birthday, America!! (And Kathy Sher-
man!)

Well | guess | should be careful what | wish
for! | was wanting warmer weather and boy
did | get it....The heat is ON!

The choir is taking a short break from sing-
ing the anthems on Sunday and we are en-
joying some very special music from some
very talented people. | hope you are enjoy-
ing it as much as | am. We sure are blessed
with very gifted individuals here at St. John.
| feel so fortunate to be able to hear them!

I was listening to my mix of music this
morning...I like all kinds. I will hear Carrie
Underwood’s Amazing Grace, Kenny Rog-
ers’ The Gambler, Led Zeppelin’s Photo-
graph, Chris and Morgan Stapleton’s You
Are My Sunshine, and Billy Joel’s Uptown
Girl all in the span of putting on my makeup
and brushing my teeth. Country, Bluegrass,
Christian/Gospel, Old Rock, even some new
stuff 1s on my mixed music list. One song
that came on that caught my attention was
John Mayer’s Waiting on the World to
Change. The song starts out with the words
below:

Me and all my friends

We're all misunderstood

They say we stand for nothing and
There's no way we ever could

Then after the rest of the verse it goes in to
the chorus...

So we keep waiting (waiting)
Waiting on the world to change
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We keep on waiting (waiting)
Waiting on the world to change

I really like this song. You know it has a
great beat, easy to dance to and gets stuck in
your head, ha-ha! (That’s for those of us
who used to watch American Bandstand
with Dick Clark on Saturday mornings.)

BUT...with all that is going on in the world
today, the fear and sadness, I started think-
ing, should WE be waiting on the World to
do ANYTHING?

Isn’t it really up to us to create change?
Maybe in the world is a big ask, to start, but
in ourselves 1s a good beginning. Change re-
quires a decision or choice on our part. Am I
going to be more like God? Am I going to
attend church regularly? Am I going to
spend less time on social media? Am I going
to pray for others daily? Am I going to be
joyful in my daily activities and interactions
with others?

[ know in my life, many times, I have been
waiting for God to change me. As I read my
Bible and devotions and listen to Pastor
Chris and others, I realize God is WAITING
ON ME TO CHANGE based on what I am
reading and praying!! He wants the words I
am reading and the prayers I am praying to
fill my body and mind so completely, that I
am whole and new in HIM. That’s what I
said when I was baptized. (Not every Meth-
odist gets this opportunity and it is a long
story for another time.)



“Throw off your old sinful nature and your
former way of life” (Ephesians 4:22 NLT).

My old habits, my old sins, my old hurts...I
have to let those go. Sometimes, honestly
many times, this is so difficult. I am my own
worst enemy when it comes to forgiving my-
self about mistakes I have made. I play the
“what if” game a lot about some things in
my past. [ know better because God has for-
given me and he has taken those hurts and
wiped my tears many times. I have to re-
member that through it all God has been
working in me:

“to will and to act in order to fulfill his
good purpose” (Philippians 2:13 NIV).

I hope you are not afraid of trying something
new. [ hope you are willing to get out of
your comfort zone every now and then.
Maybe it is trying choir, maybe volunteering
at VBS...Who knows? You have to let go of
the old and embrace the new to move for-
ward and see what God has in store for you.
Great things are ahead! Let’s not sit around
“Waiting on the World to Change™! Let’s be
the ones doing the CHANGING! God really
wants it that way!

Blessings

Sondra
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Food & Fellowship

Come join us for Supper Club. We Oct. 28 Cracker Barrel
meet once a month for dinner at a Nov. 25 Moonlite

local restaurant. Food and fellow-
ship is had by those who attend!
Here are the dates and locations for
this year. You will also find the res-
taurant choices in our bulletins and
on the calendar on our website
stjiohnum.orq.

See you soon!!

Make sure to get these on your cal-
endar and be ready to have some
FUN! All times are 5:00 pm. EOOD & ERIENDS
July 22 New China
Aug. 26 Briar Patch

Sept. 23 Old Hickory

No meeting in December

Methodist Men’s News

A nice summer morning brought out 30 gals able, we would love to see you there! Stay
and guys to our June breakfast meeting. The cool!
fellowship and food was great! Of course
we miss having Patrick with us. Our prayers
go out to Elaine and the family. Our next
meeting will be July 19, at 8:30 am. If you are

Blessings

Jim
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Declaration of Independence
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American Revolution
Thomas Jefferson

Representation

Continental Congress
Intolerable Acts
Button Gwinnett
Great Britian

Articles of Confederation
Inailenable Rights
King George Il

August Second

Grievances
Preamble

Fourth of July
George Walton
Lyman Hall
Consent

Independence

Colonist
Abolish
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS—
July 13—16, 2025
9:00 —11:30 am

CAMP FIRLIGHT
NEEDS YOU!!

VBS is fast approach-
ing. The theme this
year is based on
Psalm
56:3.”Whenever I'm
afraid, I put my trust
in you.” The kids at-
tend “Camp Firelight”
to have a summer
camp adventure with God through
Bible stories that they can then re-
late to their own lives.

It’s not too late to sign-up, volunteer,
make decorations, get involved, and
PRAY for this wonderful opportunity
for our church! It is a fun and excit-
ing active, fun-filled sev-
eral days of singing, craft-
ing, gaming, snacking
and learning about God
and how much He loves
us!! Come join us as we
let Counselor Sam and
Lumen take us on our
camping adventures.

Stay after church on
Sunday, July 13th for our
kick-off lunch to start our VBS fun.
Don’t forget to wear your “camping”
attire on that day, as well!

See you around the campfire!

UWF & ST. JOHN SINGLES

UWEF will not meet in July. Our next meeting
will be Tuesday, August 5th at 4 pm.

In single news...

St. John Singles will meet on July 9th rather
than the 3rd Wednesday at Denny’s at 11:30.
All singles of any age are invited to attend.

I OVE GOD
I._ OVE PEOPLE

MACE TEIEEW 223739



Open hearts.
Open minds.
Open doors.

<_

Chris Toney, Pastor
St. John Unitecf Methodist
Church
2160 Griffith Ave
Owensboro, KY 42301
(27(%)683-6326
-mail:
office@stjohnum.org
Editor: Sondra Jones
Editor

We’re on the Web!
www.stjohnum.org

Check us out on Facebook!

Twitter: stjohnumc1
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July 2, 5 pm, Finance Mtg.

July 7, 7:45 pm, Serving @ St.
Benedict’s

July 9, 11:30 am, St. John Sin-
gles @ Denny’s
July 13, 11 am, VBS Kick-off
Lunch
July 14-16, 9-11:30 am, VBS
July 19, 8:30 am, Meth. Men’s
Breakfast

July 22, 5 pm, Supper Club @
New China

DRESS-UP SUNDAYS
JULY 6TH: WILD WEST DAY
JULY 13TH: CAMPING ATTIRE
JULY 20TH: CARTOON CHARAC-

TER DAY

JULY 27TH: SCHOOL SHIRT DAY
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