
My goal in this sermon is very 
simple. I hope to convince you 
of the importance of persis-
tence in prayer. I want you to 
see that God is greatly glori-
fied when we continue in pray-
er over a long period of time. 
Or to say it another way, I 
want us to understand that we 
ought not to give up when we 
pray. We can say the same 
thing two different ways: 

It is good and important that 
we not give up. 

God is greatly glorified when 
we do not give up. 

Not long ago I received an 
email that raised this question 
in a very particular way: 

I teach a Bible Study course at 
my local church. The question 
that was asked, “Should I pray 
for something (believing the 
prayer will be answered) and 
then the next time I pray thank 
God for answering my prayer 
(although it has not come to 
fruition) or should I pray the 
same prayer request over and 
over again?” 

Does it mean that if I ask over 
and over again I lack faith in 
God answering? If I thank him 
and wait, does that mean I am 
not praying unceasingly? 

Or is it a combination of the 
two. Sometimes we know in 
our heart the prayer request 
has been answered so we 
thank him and sometimes we 
are led by the Holy Spirit to 
ask over and over again. 

We’ve all wondered how long 
we should we pray for some-
thing. Here is the general rule 
I follow. You should pray for 
something until … 

The answer comes, or 

The circumstances change, or 

God changes the burden on 
your heart. 

We shouldn’t discount the im-
portance of that third one. It’s 
hard to define a “burden,” but 
we all know what it is like to 
have deep concern for others. 
God may give us a burden to 
pray for our church or for re-
vival or for the spread of the 
gospel in Thailand or for a cer-
tain city or for the people 
where we work. Burdens come 
in all shapes and sizes. We 
should be sensitive to those 
burdens and use them as in-
centives to prayer. But we 
need not feel guilty when our 
prayers begin to change. God 
may be calling us to focus our 
prayers in a new direction.  
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Devotion (cont.) 

 

Obviously we will always be burdened to pray for 
our children and for our spouse and for our immedi-

ate concerns. But beyond that inner circle, our pray-
ers will change over time. 

But what about praying for the same thing over and 
over again? Is that a good thing or a sign of a lack of 

faith? Let’s begin by noting that many times when 
we pray, we simply don’t know how God intends to 
answer our prayers. That often happens when we 

pray for a loved one who is desperately sick. We 
generally don’t know in advance if God intends to 

heal them quickly or slowly or if he does not intend 
to heal them. And when we pray for certain things to 
happen, we don’t fully know the mind of the Lord. I 
often think of prayer as if we are peering through a 

keyhole and focusing on one tiny portion of a vast 
and ever-changing scene. Because we focus only on 
the part that interests us, we can’t and don’t see the 

bigger picture of how the parts of life fit together. 
Only God sees the whole landscape of life–past, pre-
sent and future, with all its interlocking pieces. 

There is another whole category of prayer that might 

be called prayer for spiritual growth. We may ask 
God to grant wisdom, strength, perseverance, dis-

cernment, courage, deeper understanding, a fresh 
anointing of the Spirit, a new desire to serve Christ, 
clear guidance or peace in the midst of trials. Those 

are extremely biblical requests, and we may be sure 
that God will answer those prayers. But the how and 
when rest in the hands of the Lord. 

The last part of the question speaks to a situation that 
happens occasionally. As we pray, together or with 

others, we may sense that God intends to answer our 
request. In those cases, I see nothing wrong with 
moving from prayer to thanksgiving. However, let’s 

be clear that God is sovereign and he is not held cap-
tive by our subjective sense of what we think he will 
do in the future. 

I. Three Key Scriptures 

I have been encouraged by three particular Scrip-
tures: 

1) “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may 
know him better” (Ephesians 1:17 NIV). Note 

the phrase “I keep asking.” Paul did not believe 
that if you made a prayer request, you never had 

to make it again. When Paul prayed for the 
Ephesians, he prayed the same request over and 

over again–that they would know God better. 
Sometimes I hear it said that since God knows 
everything we say before we say it and every-

thing we think before we think it (which is true), 
that we should never repeat ourselves in prayer 
(which is not true). We don’t pray to inform God 

of anything. He knows what we are thinking long 
before we voice our prayers to him. But if he 
knows all, why pray at all? The simple answer is 

one you have heard before: “He’s God and we’re 
not.” We pray to express our total dependence on 
him in every circumstance of life. As we contin-

ue to pray for the same things for our loved ones 
over and over again, the godly desires of the 
heart grow stronger and we are reminded that 

every day we must be 100% dependent on him. 
We can’t live on yesterday’s blessings and we 
can’t depend on yesterday’s prayers. So just like 

Paul, we “keep asking” on behalf of our loved 
ones. 

2)  “Your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him” (Matthew 6:8 NIV). That means we 

don’t have to impress God or use big words or 
pray long prayers. We don’t have to repeat our-
selves when we pray and we don’t have to worry 

about getting all the details correct or throw in 
flowery language when we pray. Since God 
knows us through and through, he knows our 

needs better than we do. He knew your need be-
fore you bowed you head. The Bible tells us that 
he numbers the stars in the sky, the sand on the 

seashore, and the hairs on your head. He even 
calls the stars by name (Psalm 147:4). Ponder 
that for a moment. Billions and billions of stars 

and he knows the name of each one. Think how 
easily you get flustered on Sunday morning try-
ing to remember that person you met last week. 

But God not only knows all the people in your 

church, he knows every person attending every 
church everywhere in the world. More than that, he 
knows the names of all 6.5 billion people who call 

planet earth home. But even beyond that,  
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Devotion (cont.) 

 

he knows the names of everyone who has ever lived 
and everyone yet to be born. 

If God knows all that–and it’s not even a strain for 

him, do you think he going to be surprised that 
you’re worried about your finances or that you don’t 
like your job or that your kids are getting on your 

nerves? He knows your thoughts before you think 
them, your words before you speak them. So pour 
out your heart to the Lord. Nothing you say will sur-

prise him. 

3) “Jesus told his disciples a story about how they 
should keep on praying and never give up” (Luke 
18:1 CEV). The King James says that men should 

always pray and not faint. Persistent prayer honors 
God because it expresses our complete dependence 
on him. Since God knows what we need before we 
ask him, we don’t have to repeat ourselves to get his 

attention. But that’s not the whole story. We all 
know from personal experience that not all our pray-
ers are answered the first time we pray them. Some-

times we receive immediate answers, but often we 
must wait days, week, months, or even years before 
the answer comes. When I was in the pastorate, we 

had some people who prayed for years for their 
loved ones to be saved. I know because they filled 
out the same prayer request week in and week out. Is 

that a lack of faith? To the contrary, repetition is 
proof of faith. I would add that it sometimes seems 
that the more something matters to us, the longer we 

will have to wait for the answer to come. This is 
very often true when we pray for our loved ones to 
come to Christ. 

What are you praying for right now? 

A family member to come to Christ? 

A loved one with cancer? 

Victory over a stubborn habit? 

Wisdom to make a big decision? 

Guidance for the future? 

A mate? 

A prodigal son or daughter? 

A marriage on the rocks? 

A pastor for your church? 

A deeper walk with God? 

Growing love for others? 

Deliverance from a critical spirit? 

Grace to forgive those who have hurt you? 

Hope for the future? 

Money to pay your bills? 

Relief from discouragement? 

Physical healing? 

A friend in deep need? 

Courage to keep going? 

Strength to make it through another day? 

Boldness to share Christ? 

Let me add one more thing to your list. Pray for per-
sistence. Pray for gritty determination to hang on to 

the Lord until one of three things happens: 

–God gives the answer. 

–God changes the circumstances. 

–God removes the burden altogether. 

God is greatly glorified when we do not give up in 
prayer. 

Not all our prayers have been answered—yet!!! 

Don’t give up and don’t stop praying. Keep believ-
ing and keep on praying. You never know what God 

will do. 

I have seen a cute sign that says “I remember when I 
prayed for the things I have now.” My daughter ac-
tually has one in her house. AND how true it is… 

I have my health, Piper is healthy and thriving, the 

girls and James are well and seem to like their jobs. 
My extended family is good. Our church is growing. 
These are things I was praying for several months 

ago. I thank God for these things and, of course con-
tinue to pray for all of these to continue. What a glo-
rious God we serve!! 
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ST Benedict’s and Help Office News 
Everything is going great at St. Bene-
dict’s. We have a great group of regular 
servers and the meal is very much ap-
preciated. Thanks for all of the dona-
tions to the outreach. 

Help Office is seeing an increase in 
need for food assistance 

Thank you for your years of generous 
support to the Owensboro Help Office! 

Vicki 

The dates we serve at St. Benedict’s 
are 

Mar. 3     Apr. 7     May 5      June 2 

July 7     Aug. 4      Sept. 1   Oct. 6     
Nov. 3      Dec. 1 

Not sure about the dates, check out the 
calen- dar 
feature on our 
website, 

stjohnum.org . 

 

The St. John Singles Ministry got 

snowed out on February 19th. Our 

next luncheon is scheduled for 11:30 

a.m. Wednesday, March19th at 

Dee’s  Diner. The weather is sure to 

be better by then. Hope to see every-

one then. 

St. John Singles Group 

With Lenten Season here, now is the time to pray 
and renew your time in prayer with God. Whatever 

has separated you, let it go. Let this be the time you 
restore and let God take all that away. It is our time 
as a Christian to find our way back, find our way for 

the first time, or rejuvenate our walk with Christ at 
the Cross.  

On another note, we lost our beloved Harrie, (with 
an ie).That is how he introduced himself, as he and 

Katy entered the church doors with me the first time 
they visited. I have many favorite men in this church 
but HE was my very favorite...sorry guys!! If I could 

clone him in a younger version, I would make one 

just for me. Harrie was intelligent, talented, funny, 
loving and “good people”. My heart is breaking for 

his family and especially Katy. Their story is one of 
a loving and lasting marriage; not easy but done with 
friendship, respect, work and love.  

RIP Harrie...I know when he got to the gates, they 

were flung open wide and St. Peter said, ‘Welcome 
Harrie, with an ie. Well done, my good and faithful 
servant!’ 

Hug those you love and make sure they know you 

love them! 

Blessings, Sondra 

Devotion, cont. 

stjohnum.org
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Ingredients: 

1 large (29 ounce) can of peaches 

(halved or sliced, either is fine) 

14 ounces of sweetened con-

densed milk 

1 small (8 ounce) tub of whipped 

topping 

1 large (7.56 ounce) chocolate bar 

- finely chopped  

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: 

1. Drain your peaches from the juice 
and let them stand for a few 

minutes. Add the drained peaches to 
your blender and pulse until you 
have a smooth juice consistency.   

2. Add 14 ounces of sweetened con-

densed milk and pulse again until 
well blended.  

3. Transfer that mixture to a large bowl 
and gently fold in one small tub of 

whipped topping.  

4. Once everything is well combined, 
gently fold in your finely chopped 
chocolate.   

5. Transfer to serving dishes and place 

in the freezer for four hours or over-
night. 

Peach Fluff 



FAMILY LIFE 
I apologize to Miss Dorothy because I 
lost her beautiful Family Life write-up. I 
am kind of going from what I remember:( 

The morning of our spaghetti dinner sur-
prised us with all seasons that ended in 
several inches of snow with so little no-
tice that we had to cancel church. 
So...spaghetti dinner will be March 16th 
right after the service. A new sign-up 
sheet is in the fellowship hall. Thanks to 
all who helped get the last meal prepared 
and to those who will help with this one.  

Look for the opportunity to attend a movie 
night in March. We are trying to get a 
new release film. More information will 
come on that.  

Our church is filled with many talented 
people. “Share Your Talent” nights will 

pop up throughout the year. Perhaps your 
talent or interest is in floral design, cro-
cheting, basket weaving, painting sewing 
or some other. If you are interested in 
sharing or learning any of these please 
contact me or any member of the Family 
Life Committee.  

Family Life is also looking for other get-
together ideas. If you have any or want to 
be on the committee, please see Dorothy 
or any other member. It’s going to be a 
great year! 

 

Dorothy Koepplinger 

270-401-8702 

CHOIR NOTES 
Whew!! Hopefully with the new calendar 
month of March, we will see a wellness in 
our choir members and our choir director. 
We have been praying for several who have 
had quite the battle with flu and other ill-
nesses in Feb. and beginning of March. May 
God put His healing hand on them.  
A special thanks to Ali and Prissy who have 
done a great job filling in and helping. I have 
offered so many times to sing a solo but Aa-
ron never seems to take me up on the 
offer!! Just kidding:)  
 
We have been missing Harrie since he has 
not been well enough to sing for some time 
but now it seems his spot in the choir will 

remain forever empty. Our ‘Bobs’ will have 
to be the lone men along with Aaron unless 
we can get some new interest.  
  
If you have an interest in joyful noise/great 
music and wonderful fellowship, come join 
us. You learn wonderful music terms! Hear 
great ‘Aaron-isms’, like ‘I’d rather have loud 
mistakes than quiet and right’ or 
‘phenomenally sized sounds in an itty bitty 
space’!! We are all gaining wisdom, laugh-
ing, loving each other and our Lord.  
Try us out!! 
Making a joyful noise, 
Sondra 
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Food & Fellowship 
Here it is … the new schedule for 
the 2025 Supper Club. We meet 
once a month for dinner at a local 
restaurant. Food and fellowship is 
had by those who attend!  Here are 
the new dates and locations for this 
year. You will also find the restau-
rant choices in our bulletins and on 
the calendar on our website 
stjohnum.org. 

See you soon!! 

Make sure to get these on your cal-
endar and be ready to have some 
FUN! All times are 5:00 pm 

  Mar. 25 Old Hickory 

  Apr. 22 Cracker Barrel 

  May 27 Olive Garden 

  June 24 O’Charley’s 

  July 22 New China 

  Aug. 26 Briar Patch 

  Sept. 23 Old Hickory 

  Oct. 28 Cracker Barrel 

  Nov. 25 Moonlite 

  No meeting in December! 

 

    

    

 

Methodist Men’s News 

We had 31 brave the rain and wind to attend 
our February breakfast meeting.  Everyone 
enjoyed a wonderful time of fellowship and 
food. Our next meeting will be March 15th at 
8:30 am. It would be great to see you then! 

Blessings.  

Jim   

http://www.stjohnun.org
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Mar. 9, Communion 

Mar. 15, 8:30 am, Methodist 
Men’s Breakfast 

Mar. 16th, 10 am Baptism 

Mar. 16, 11 am, Spaghetti 
Lunch 

Mar. 18, 5 pm, Family Life 
Mtg. 

Mar.19, 11:30 am, Singles @ 
Dee’s Diner 

Mar. 25, 5 pm, Supper Club @ 
Old Hickory 

 

Chris Toney, Pastor 
St. John United Methodist 

Church 
2160 Griffith Ave 

Owensboro, KY  42301 
(270)683-6326 

E-mail: 
office@stjohnum.org 
Editor: Sondra Jones 

Editor 

 

Open hearts.  
Open minds. 
Open doors. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.stjohnum.org 

 
Check us out on Facebook!  

 
Twitter: stjohnumc1 

 

SPAGHETTI 

DINNER 

SUNDAY, Mar. 16 

AT 11 AM. 

http://www.stjohnum.org

